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ENCLOSURE "B" 
ACTIONS CONTRIBUTING TO TENSIONS IN THE TAIWAN STRAITS AREA 


1. General. Since the evacuation of the mainland by the 
Chinese Nationalist forces, there have been numerous and 
frequent actions taken by both the Nationalists and the 
Communists which contribute to a state of tension in the Taiwan 
Straits area. These actions fall into the following general 
categories: 

ae Propaganda 
Radio 
Loud speakers 
Air drop leaflets 
Artillery propaganda shells 
Other leaflet distributions 
b. Infiltration of agents 
c. Interference with shipping 
ad. Mining Operations 
e. Aircraft overflights 
Day and night Photo missions 
Visual reconnaissance missions 
Coastal patrol missions 
sector patrol missions 
Air defense missions 
f£. Artillery duels 


g& Commando type raids 


2. Propaganda. In general, in the field of propaganda the 
GRC has been more active than the Communist side. Both have 
used radio extensively. In addition, in the off-shore islands, 
the GRC operates four loud speaker stations on Quemoy complex 
and one on Matsu. Wind prevents the use of these stations 
about ,one~half of the year and seriously limits their effective- 
“webe@ths rest of the time. On the average broadcasts can be 
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made not more than three or four hours daily one or two days 
per week, About half this time is spent on music and half on 
propaganda. Propaganda effort is largely devoted to countering - 
Communist propaganda. The stations have often operated to keep 
the GRC troops from hearing Communist propaganda. With respect 
to artillery propaganda shells, an order of magnitude may be 
estimated based on GRC actions in the Quemoy area during the 
period August 1957 to January 1958. During this time, two- 
thirds of the artillery ammunition expended in this area were 
propaganda shells. To date, only the GRC has used air drop 
for the distribution of leaflets, although both sides have used 
balloons, fishermen.and waterborne devices. During the past 
year, the GRC has distributed at least one million leaflets by 


these means. 


2. Infiltration of agents. Both sides have attempted infil- 
tration of agents on various occasions, although the GRC has 
again been more active than the Communists in this field. 

Matsu is used very extensively by several GRC intelligence 
agencies to infiltrate agents into the mainland. In July 1958, 
it was reported that one of three GRC agencies put in 50 agents 
from Matsu. It is estimated that the other two agencies are at 
least as active as this one. Quemoy is used less extensively 
than Matsu in this connection. Generally speaking, agent 
infiltrations from all islands are unsuccessful, Most agents 
are quickly compromised and either converted into double agents 
or exploited by Communist propaganda. In recent months, the 
Nationalists press has exposed a Communist attempt to infiltrate 


agents into Taiwan under the guise of fishermen. 


4, Interference with shipping. Chinese Nationalist inter- 
ference with shipping has ranged from search and seizure at sea 
to firing on shipping entering Amoy harbor, GRC artillery on 


Quemoy could interfere with all shipping entering Amoy harbor, 
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but no vessels have been taken under fire since June 1957. It 
should be noted that during this period no known CHINCOM 
merchant shipping has passed within gun range of Quemoy. Had 
they done so, they presumably would have been fired on. In 
the Matsu area, GRC artillery does not command the entrance of 
the Min River and complete blockade of Foochow has never been 
attempted, Early in 1958 three British ships were stopped in 
. this area by GRC naval units but were permitted to proceed 
after a brief interrogation. With respect to fishing vessels 
and lesser marine craft, there is no information available to 
indicate that the Chinese Communists have attempted inter- 
ference. There is, however, considerable evidence that the 


Chinese Nationalists have done so. 


5. Mining Operations. The GRC has made no recent attempt 
to mine the waters around either Quemoy or Matsu,. The last 
mining attempt was made in 1955 when the GRC mined the waters 
outside of Amoy shipping channels. The GRC currently has plans 
available for laying defensive mine fields to the west and 
north of Chinman, although neither of these fields is calcu- 
lated to disrupt shipping. At present, the GRC is unable to 
lay these mine fields because essential parts of the exploder 


‘mechanism are held by the Navy Section MAG, 


.6, Aircraft overflights. Chinese Nationalists conduct an 
average of 235 overflight missions per month. These missions 
may be broken down, on a monthly basis, as indicated; 

Day photo - 36 

Night Photo ~- 30 

Visual reconnaissance - 60 
Sector patrols - 30 

Escape patrols - 15 

Air defense - 64 





Total -- 235 
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Some of these missions penetrate the mainland up to two and 
three hundred miles, with occasional Communist interception 

and subsequent aerial combat. Until the Chinese Communists 
recently occupied the newly completed coastal air fields, the 
Chinese Nationalists enjoyedconsiderable freedom in the air 
Space over the coastal areas of mainland China. Since Commu- 
nist deployment to the coastal air fields, Nationalist activity 
has been substantially curtailed from the figures given above. 
Chinese Communist penetrations of Nationalist air space other 
than in the coastal areas have been on an almost negligible 


scale, 


7. Artillery duels. 


In the year immediately preceding the recent Communist 
attack, there has been relatively little artillery activity 
around the off-shore islands. In the last five months of 1957, 
the GRC fired a total of 1649 rounds in the Chinman area, of 
which 1060 were propaganda shells and 589 were high explosive 
rounds directed primarily against the Ta Teng causeway. In 
the Matsu area during the same period, the GRC fired 389 rounds, 
almost all of which were propaganda shells. From January 1958 
to the 23rd of August, the GRC fired a total of 3,174 rounds 
in the Quemoy area of which 2,099 were high explosives directed 
mainly against the Ta Teng causeway. In addition, 175 rounds 
of propaganda shells were fired in the Amoy area, Matsu 
artillery fired 605 rounds during this period, most of this 
was propaganda, although some was counterbattery fire. In the 
great majority of these artillery exchanges, the Nationalists 
have initlated them, During the past three years, for a con~ 
Siderable period of time, the Communists failed to even return 
Nationalist artillery fire. A chart depicting a comparison of 
Nationalists and Communists artillery firings for the first 


Six months of each of the years 1956, 1957, 1958 is attached.* 


* Appendix hereto 
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8. Commando type raids. 
During the past year, the GRC has probed the nearby 


mainland from both Quemoy and Matsu complexes, with small 
armed scout raider operations of extremely shallow penetration, 
The largest raid of which the United States has knowledge was 
on 2 October 1957 by a reconnaissance party of 28 men which 
landed on Pehlang peninsula, This force withdrew after being 
hit by machinegun and artillery fire. In addition to actual 
raids, the GRC forces on poth Quemoy and Matsu have continu- 
ously displayed their capability of launching larger raids by 
conducting training exercises under observation of the Chinese 


Communists and using communications which could be intercepted. 


9. In addition to the foregoing, the presence of U.S. 
forces in the Taiwan Straits area and the recent Communist 
build-up in the Amoy-Foochow area contribute to the state of 


tension in this general area. 
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